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ADDITIONAL MASTHEAD DATA IS ON THE LAST PAGE

AGS Meeting
TUESDAY, December 12th, 2017
6:30 P.M.
Our meetings are held in the Community Room at
the Arlington West Police Service Station, 2060
West Green Oaks Blvd. The Arlington Genealogical
Society meets on the second Tuesday monthly from
September through June. All visitors are Welcome.
Jeanne Rives invites our members to participate in a
cookie and cookie recipe exchange, at our
December meeting. After the food table is full of
the “goodies” we bring, choose a variety of cookies
to share with family and friends. Leftover cookies
are shared after the meeting with the West Police
Service Center and with one of the Arlington family
shelters. Recipes will be replicated and shared with
members in early 2018.
The December Meeting Program
Identifying Old Photos, featuring Ann McKee.

Ann inherited 106 unidentified family photos,
dating from the 1860s. Within four years she had
identified the people in 86 of those! Ann will share

her techniques to help you do the same with your
“mystery” photos! Ann began researching her
family in 2013 after she retired from a career as a
school librarian. She is active in two legacy
societies, the Daughters of the American
Revolution, and the Daughters of the Republic of
Texas.
Recap of the November Meeting Program
At the AGS November meeting Marilyn Hay spoke
to us about Family Tree Maker, older FTM 2014,
and the current version, FTM 2017 (released by
Mackiev.com this past July.) Marilyn brought us up
to date on using this popular genealogy software.
One example is that in FTM 2017 users can access
both the Ancestry databases and the Family Search
databases while operating the new software. Hay’s
approach focused on “Hidden Features” and she
covered a broad range of FTM user tools and
options. Her program included a two-page handout.
Copies of Marilyn’s Family Tree Maker’s Hidden
Features handout will be available on the browsing
table at the December meeting.
AGS Officers
President * * * * * Steven Brown
lst VP * * * * * * * Toby Hurley
2nd VP * * * * * * Jeanne Rives
Secretary * * * * * * Sylvia Hoad
Treasurer * * * Jennie Schemensky
Parliamentarian * Dorothy Rencurell
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AGS Standing Committees:
Membership * * * * * * * Jan Penland, Chair
Collection Development
* * * * * * Mary Ann Conrad, Chair:
Web Page * * * * * John D. Anderson, Admin
Finance * * * * * * * * Jeanne Rives, Chair
Publicity * * * * * * * * * Pete Jacobs, Chair
AGS photographer * * * Wally Goodman
AGS Special Committees:
Genealogy Resources * * * Larry Howser, Chair
APL Donor Wall * * * * * Sylvia Hoad, Chair:
AGS Board meetings:
The last AGS Board meeting took place Saturday
morning, October 14th, 2017, in the Northeast
Branch Library community room. The agenda topic
getting the most attention was next year’s proposed
operating budget. The 2018 operating budget was
submitted for membership consideration and
approved by unanimous vote at the November
membership meeting.
The next AGS Board meeting is scheduled for
January 20th, 2018, in the Northeast Branch Library
community room. On the agenda will be
preparations for the Spring Family History Fair and
plans to support the relocation of the Genealogy
Reference collection back to the downtown library
from the Northeast branch. Society members are
invited to attend. You can also suggest ideas and
proposals to a board member or committee chair.
All AGS Board meetings are open to the public.
AGS Contribution Event

Left to Right: Andi Davis, Arlington Public Library
Development Coordinator, Carole Hoyer, Vice
Chair of Friends and Foundation of Arlington
Public Library and Mary Ann Conrad, AGS
Collection Development Committee Chair. The

AGS made a cash contribution of $14,000.00 to the
APL, November 15th, at City Hall. The money will
be used to upgrade and enhance the microforms
research capability within the new Downtown
Library. For additional photos visit the AGS
website.
A Few Words from Your Society President
I want to send out a HUGE Thank You to our Board
Members for keeping our organization moving
forward these past few months in my absence,
especially to Toby Hurley for stepping in to handle
our membership meetings in addition to securing
our presenters each month.
As most of you know, work called me out of town
for an extended period of time. I initially was
deployed to Sioux City, Iowa, leaving home on July
2nd, arriving there on July 4th, to assist homeowners
and business owners with insurance claims due to
significant hailstorm. Over a 30-minute period, the
area was pummeled by hail up to four inches in
diameter.
Upon completing over 100 hail claims, I returned
home on August 26th. On August 28th, I made my
way to Mathis, TX, about 1-hour West of Port
Aransas, where I set up shop to assist with flood
insurance claims related to Hurricane Harvey. After
1 month of daily commutes, I relocated to Port
Aransas. One month later, I relocated to Houston to
handle flood claims in that area.
During this time, I made it home for 3 other days,
and attended one Genealogy Resources Committee
meeting. As of November 27th, I have been able to
work from home while completing the remainder of
my paperwork on these claims.
The area of Port Aransas and Rockport are still
reeling from the storms affects. I am trying to
contact the libraries in these areas to see if there
may be an opportunity to assist in their efforts of
recovery. Saturday, December 2nd, the Port Aransas
Library was still closed until further notice.
It is my hope to be with you and taking up my
duties as President on Tuesday, December 12th. A
few of you already know, but Saturday, December
2nd, while on a team bicycle ride, I caught my tires
in a crack in the road surface on Joe Pool Dam. This
incident caused me to take a tumble resulting in a
broken clavicle, bruised ribs, a bruised scapula, a
bruised scalp and some road rash. I have an
appointment on December 5th with an orthopedic
surgeon for a second opinion on the clavicle.
Currently, I am in a sling and resting as best I can.
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I know my physical injuries will heal soon. Please
say a prayer for those along the coast who lost their
homes, jobs, and possessions as they will need all
the help they can get.
See ya soon!
Steven Brown, President
Committee Reports
Collection Development, Mary Ann Conrad, Chair,
and the committee is busy selecting and purchasing
the balance of reference media to be donated with
2017 funds. If you are in need of, or are aware of
good genealogy reference books, please share your
information with Mary Ann Conrad.
Membership, Jan Penland, Chair, and the committee
encourages members to pay their 2018 dues prior to
January. When renewing, turn in a completed
membership form so our society has up-to-date
contact information and family research surnames.
[a blank form is appended to the newsletter, page 8]
Genealogy Resources, a special committee, Larry
Houser, Chair, says the next project is assisting
APL Staff relocate the genealogy research
collection into the new Downtown Library.
Projects and Volunteers
The AGS is helping make Arlington, our Dream
City, a great place to live. We do our part by
focusing on genealogy and family history. It is the
“purpose” behind our incorporation and nonprofit
status. However, words on paper do not get the job
done. AGS accomplishments and generosity over
the past 45 years resulted from volunteer efforts and
donations. No matter what you’re good at there is
something you can do. We are asking members to
volunteer and help with the following projects:
* The Collection Development Committee and the
Genealogy Resources Committee have AGS Board
approval to assist the APL staff using AGS member
volunteers to survey the Library’s Genealogy
Reference media before the 6000 plus titles are reshelved from NE Branch into the new downtown
Public Library.
* Our Membership Chair, Jan Penland, proposed
AGS open a FaceBook.com (FB) page as a way to
broaden AGS exposure to the citizens of Arlington,
and thereby build up our membership. Currently we
have three volunteer members. Jan Penland, Pete
Jacobs, and Mark Dellenbaugh. We need one more

volunteer with some experience with FB. At a
minimum, volunteers need to have an active FB
account.
* Our web admin, John Anderson, proposed AGS
make short informational videos about our Society
and Genealogy in Arlington Texas. The AGS Board
is unanimously in favor of this project. Currently
we have three volunteer members with little or no
video production experience. We managed program
announcement videos for November and December.
If there are any member volunteers willing to learn
on the job, so to speak, we would appreciate the
help.
* Not able to volunteer? Then please, take a few
moments to share your opinions about some of the
AGS projects in progress. Contact us directly or use
the AGS webpage and our Contact Us email
address. Our volunteer members thrive on feedback
and ideas.
General Genealogy Information
This from Dick Eastman’s Dec 1st Genealogy
Newsletter . . . It is the first day of the month. It’s
time to back up your genealogy files. Then test your
backups! Actually, you can make backups any time.
However, it is easier and safer if you have a specific
schedule. The first day of the month is easy to
remember, so I would suggest you back up your
genealogy files at least on the first day of every
month, if not more often.
Of course, you might want to back up more than
your genealogy files. Family photographs, your
checkbook register, all sorts of word processing
documents, email messages, and much more need to
be backed up regularly. Why not do that on the first
day of each month? EOGN LINK
Marilyn Hay’s program at our November meeting
inspired long-time member, Wayne James, to
submit the following information, for anyone
interested in taking Marylyn Hays online genealogy
courses or other TCC courses.
Tarrant County College has released its Senior
Education Schedule of Classes for the Spring
Semester. The printed schedules were mailed to all
students attending this fall and also distributed to
some of the Libraries in the County.
To obtain an online copy of the schedule for all
Campuses, a person may go to TCC LINK. In the
Search Box, type Senior Education and then click
on Search. Information on Senior education will
pop up and a person should click on the first link:
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Senior Education Program at TCC. They can scroll
down to see the classes scheduled at each of the five
campuses.
There are no educational requirements for attending
Senior Education Classes but an individual must be
at least 55 years of age and older. One $20
registration fee per semester allows a student to
enroll in as many classes as they choose. There is a
$10 lab fee for all classes that involve students
using a computer.
Registration begins December 6 and the first day of
classes is January 22 but not all classes begin at that
date. The last day of classes for the semester is
April 6. It is advisable to register early since some
classes fill up quickly.
For more information contact one of the Senior Ed
Offices at one of the Campuses - Northeast 817515-6500, South 817-515-4538, Southeast 817515-3420. Thank You, Wayne.
Online Genealogy Information
Beginning December 13th, 2017, patrons visiting
FamilySearch.org will see a prompt to register for a
free FamilySearch account or to sign in to their
existing account to continue enjoying all the free
expanded benefits FamilySearch has to offer. Since
its launch in 1999, FamilySearch has added millions
of users, billions of various historical records. It
offers fun, new features like Family Tree,
Memories, mobile apps, digital books, and dynamic
help. In order to accommodate continued growth of
these and future free services, FamilySearch must
assure all its partners that its content is offered in a
safe and secure online environment. Patrons
creating free accounts and then using them fulfills
that obligation.
Patron sign in will also enable FamilySearch to
satisfy the need for user authentication. This
authentication can deliver rich, personalized
discovery, collaboration, and Help experiences.
Simply put, signed-in visitors can access more
searchable content and enjoy more personalized
services.
“A large percentage of our current site visitors are
not benefiting from much of what FamilySearch has
to offer because they don’t realize the need to
simply sign in with their free account to do so,” said
Steve Rockwood, FamilySearch CEO. “They are
basically arriving in the parking lot but not coming
inside for the main event,” he said about website
visitors who do not sign in.

FamilySearch is committed to patron privacy and
does not share personal account information with
any third party without a patron’s consent.
Click FS REG LINK for all the details.
AGS Society Programs
Our AGS First Vice President, Toby Hurley,
arranges or recruits and schedules all programs
presented at the membership meetings. Do you have
a future program suggestion or idea? Please share it
with Toby. Many of our past programs were
arranged after receiving member suggestions. On
tap for 2018 are:
9 January, 2018, Show and Share
Bring a family history or genealogy memento to
show. Share a family history story, or share a family
tree research accomplishment. We, the members,
are the Program. Learn from and share with your
peers.
February, 2018, and later months. Toby Hurley is
working a list of program possibilities on the
following topics; Bankhead Highway, Arlington
Family History Center, Early TX Maps and
Boundary Markers, Newspaper Research, and DDay.
Upcoming Genealogy Events in Arlington
Use the Arlington Public Library online calendar to
see the details related to the following events in
Arlington’s Public Libraries.
*The "Your Story" series - Writing, Preserving,
Organizing, Recording, Cooking, and Entrusting
your Family's History. Your family's history is
richer than data recorded on genealogy charts. Wed,
Dec 13, 2017 - 6:30pm to 7:30pm, in the Southwest
Branch Library Community Room. The 13 Dec
session focuses on cooking, and AGS member,
Laureen Jacobs, is assisting with the program. The
next session is Wed, Jan 17, 2018 - 6:30pm to
7:30pm in the Lake Arlington Branch Library
Community Room.
. . . Continued next page.
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*The "Hands-On Learning" series - Online
genealogy records, where they exist, are usually
scattered across several resources. This series of
classes focuses on online genealogy resources that
the library provides. Wed, Jan 10, 2018 - 3:00pm to
4:30pm, and Wed, Feb 14, 2018 - 3:00pm to
4:30pm, both programs in the Woodland West
Branch Library Public Area.
Upcoming Genealogy Events in our Local Area
Cedar Hill Genealogy Society:
*December 14th, 7pm to 9pm, The Society’s annual
Christmas celebration at Romano’s in Cedar Hill.
Fort Worth Genealogy Society:
*December 2017, No meeting in December.
Grand Prairie Genealogical Society:
*December 7th, Annual Christmas Pot Luck, 6:30
pm, Inspire Room of the Grand Prairie Main
Library.
Mid Cities Genealogical Society:
*December 7th, MCGS Meeting and Annual
Holiday Party, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, at the Mary Lib
Saleh Euless Public Library.
*January 4th, MCGS Meeting: Family Tree Maker's
New and Little-Known Features, Presenter: Marilyn
Hay.
Dallas Genealogical Society:
*Special Interest Groups:
Technology, Dec 7 and Jan 4 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
African American Dec 16 @ 2:00 pm - 4:45 pm
Jewish . . . Dec 20 @ 10:00 am - 1:00pm
DNA . . . Dec 21 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Brown Bag . Dec 23 @ 10:30 am - 1:00 pm
National Archives at Fort Worth:
*The Workshop series skips the month of
December. January 2018 and subsequent workshop
sessions are yet to be published.
Upcoming Genealogy Events outside of our
Local Area
Collin County Genealogical Society
*January 10th, 2018 - Michael Bassett, "Are You
Being a Good Ancestor?"

Arlington Historical Society
The Arlington Historical Society Fielder House,
located at the corner of Fielder and Abram streets,
was built for Mr. and Mrs. James Park Fielder, Sr.
as their private residence in 1914. The two-story
house, surrounded by magnificent oaks was one of
the first brick homes in Arlington. The galleries at
the Fielder house are used primarily to exhibit
themes and topics relating to the history of
Arlington and its surrounding communities. One of
it’s past exhibits included "Faces of Arlington"
WWII - A series of exhibits showcasing the
community, its residents and the hometown heroes
of WWII. Permanent exhibits include the Fielder
Kitchen, Dining Room, Media Room, Doctor’s
Office. There are Collectables in the basement.
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. AHS
LINK
THE ARLINGTON JOURNAL
A “local news” republish feature copied from THE
ARLINGTON JOURNAL by Will Keller, with
permission. 1930 continued:
Friday March 28, A GOOD MOTHER PASSES
AWAY, By D. Y. McKinney, Mrs. Mary Cook, age
79 and the wife of the late R. S. Cook, died March
21st, 1930 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. J. L.
Yankee. Funeral services were conducted by her
pastor, Rev. J. H. Stewart, assisted by Rev. S. M.
Bennett and W. T. Rouse. Burial in the Watson
Cemetery.
Mrs. Cook was born in Carroll County, Miss., Dec.
29th, 1850. Married to R. S. Cook, March 21st,
1870, dying on her 60th wedding anniversary.
The writer has known Mrs. Cook 30 years. She was
a true Christian and a lovable character. The
Christian life she lived, her love for humanity,
greatly influenced all with whom she came in
contact.
No children ever had a better mother, and the
affection and appreciation shown was demonstrated
by each doing everything possible to relieve her of
suffering and keep her with them as long as
possible.
I look back, with pleasure, over the 30 years I have
known this good woman. Her Christian life has
been an inspiration not only to me, but to all who
have known her intimately these many years.
She lived many years in the Watson Community
before making her home in Arlington. Her old
friends of Watson Community manifested their
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love, esteem and appreciation by visiting her both
day and night during her illness.
Mrs. Cook is survived by the following children:
Mrs. Bettie Rester, Fort Worth; J. R. Cook,
Rockdale; Mrs. J. M. Johnson, Grandbury; C. F.
Cook, Fort Worth; Mrs. J. C. Yankee, Arlington;
Mrs. H. A. Springer, Mason and Mrs. R. N. Cotton,
Ballhager(?). The writer extends to these children
his heartfelt sympathy in the loss of this good
mother.
Friday March 28, CARD OF THANKS Words are
inadequate to express the sincere thanks to each and
every one who ministered to us in any way during
the recent sorrow caused by the death of our dear
son and brother, Harold Grogan. May God’s
blessings rest upon you and all the world who strive
to do things that comfort the broken hearted. “He
will reward thee.” Also we thank you for the many
beautiful floral offerings which represent love.
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Grogan, Mr. and Mrs. I. M.
Langly,Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Grogan, Marjorie and
Billie Grogan.
Friday March 28, A LETTER OF THANKS, We
desire to express our thanks and appreciation to the
people of Arlington and Watson Community for
their sympathy in the death of our dear mother, Mrs.
Mary F. Cook, and the beautiful flowers so
generously contributed. May God’s richest
blessings rest upon each one.
Our love and esteem for each one is beyond
expression of words. The loyalty of these good
friends helped largely to lessen our grief. Mrs.
Bettie Rester, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Cook, Mr. and
Mrs. J. M. Johnson, G. F. Cook, Mr. and Mrs. J. L.
Yankee, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Springer, and Mr. and
Mrs. R. N. Cotton.
Friday March 28, PIONEER RESIDENT DIES OF
HEART FAILURE, A. HORACE COPELAND
FALLS DEAD IN PASTURE. As the sun was
slowly sinking in the west the spirit of A. Horace
Copeland familiarly known as “Pappy” or “Uncle
Horace,” took its flight to a land where there is no
suffering or sorrow. He had just returned from the
funeral of Harold Grogan the son of his old friends,
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Grogan, had changed clothes to
do his customary night chores, got on his horse and
went to the pasture to round up the cows having a
dairy and doing all the work with his wife’s
assistance. After he had been gone about half an

hour, Mrs. Copeland got uneasy and started out to
find him seeing the horse without its rider. She at
once phoned her daughter, Mrs. Geo. Wessler at
Arlington to come at once. Their neighbors Mr. and
Mrs. S. D. Graham caught the message over the
party line and immediately got in their car and went
to the pasture where Mr. Copeland had his cows
rounded up and where they found him dead, he
having been stricken with heart failure. He had
often expressed a wish to die in action and that wish
was fulfilled. He left a task unfinished, started
suddenly on a new road to heaven. It has been said
by his children that he boasted of this year being his
80th and seemed to be as happy over the thought as
a young man when arrived at the age of 21. He was
born November 26, 1850 in Overton County, Tenn.,
having come to Texas in 1874. He married Miss
Eleanor Donaldson Watson, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. P. A. Watson July 29, 1879. In 1881 they
moved to the place where they now live about four
miles northeast of Arlington near the Watson
Church. The land and a two-room house was
presented to them by Mrs. Copeland’s parents. In
1895 the little house was torn down and a beautiful
two-story home built, where all their children were
reared. All the children except one were living and
were present at the funeral. The missing child, Mrs.
W. A. Reynolds, passed away about fourteen years
ago, that being the first death in the family.
Many happy years were spent by Mr. Copeland and
wife in rearing their family and it was only last year
their home was thrown open to many friends and
relatives who came to celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary. Hundreds of people visited them on
this happy occasion and all were served with light
refreshments.
As “Uncle Horace” would say: “I just wanted our
friends to break bread with us.” On the Sunday
before he passed away he told some of his children
that he wanted their mother to remain at home after
he passed on and for them to look after her every
want. His going was just as he wished and his
perfect trust and childlike faith in his final destiny
was beautiful. His brother T. B. Copeland of Tenn.,
who was a soldier in the Confederate army, had to
leave home after the war to save his life because of
“bushwackers” coming to east Texas, later on to
Tarrant County. Soon afterward A. Horace
Copeland came and made his home with his uncle,
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Rev. A. S. Kayter, who named the city of Arlington
as there was on Arlington up to that time.
Mr. Copeland joined the Baptist Church at
“Arkansaw” Lane about where Grace Chapel now
stands, three miles southeast of Arlington. This part
of the county did not have stores or churches at that
time but was just an open space with few trees. In
1892 a Presbyterian church was organized and
called the West Fork Presbyterian Church, but
known by most people as the “Watson Church” of
which he was a member at the time of his death. He
was made an Elder March 11, 1894 and ever lived
the life of a christian. He was loved and respected
for his goodness and consideration of mankind.
The community has lost a good citizen and one who
took a great deal of pride in seeing Arlington and
surrounding communities prosper. Survivors are:
His wife, five daughters and one son: Mrs. J. E.
Richards, Fort Worth; Mrs. J. T. Connelly, Dallas;
Mrs. Geo H. Wessler, Arlington; Mrs. A. B. Post,
Fort Worth; Mrs. Ed Bailey, Hamlin; Hugh
Copeland, Dallas, and fourteen grand children.
Services were conducted by Rev. W. A. Binyon,
Pastor, assisted by Rev. L. O. Collier for Forest
Hills, Rev. Floyd Poe of Dallas and Rev. E. B. King
of Fort Worth. The remains were laid to rest in
Watson cemetery.
And from a historical perspective . . .
L. M. Hammond, co-founder of the Arlington
College, was born in 1869 on a farm near
Grapevine, TX. He taught his first school in 1890 at
Forest Hill. He and his friend William Trimble were
so successful at teaching in the Arlington Public
School that the Ditto and Collins Land Company
donated a block of land for the two to establish
Arlington College. Reprinted from an article in the
Arlington Journal dated 15 November, 1948.
Closing Note: The AGS Newsletter welcomes
individual contributions. Your comments,
suggestions and contributions are sincerely
appreciated. The editor, Pete Jacobs.
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MASTHEAD DATA continued from page 1
The Arlington Genealogical Society (AGS) was established on
October 27, 1970, and incorporated on May 18, 1971.
AGS is a federal and state approved 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation relying wholly on member volunteers at all levels
within the corporation.
Your charitable donations to the AGS are tax deductible as
allowed by law. The AGS Tax ID # or EIN is 90-0890150.
The AGS Newsletter is published monthly [except July and
August] by the AGS, and distribution is by digital means to
each AGS dues paying member’s email address. The AGS
membership application or renewal form is appended as the
last page to our Newsletter
Postal inquiries to: P. O. Box 373, Arlington, TX 76004-0373
Email inquiries to:
mailto:contactus@arlingtongenealogytx.org?subject=AGS
Newsletter Contact Us
The current and prior AGS Newsletters are also available on
the Society website. http://arlingtongenealogytx.org/
One appended page follows:

Arlington Genealogrcal Society
Menrhership Forrn

Name(s):
Street Address:

City:

zip,.

State:

Phone:

E-mail Address:

Renewal
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f

I{ewMember fJ

Date:

Individual: $rs

F'amily: $za

Please make check payable to

Arlington Genealogical Society

Mail form with payment to:
AGS PO Box 373, Arlington, Texas 76oo4-o379
Surnames you are researching:
Surname

State

County

Surname

State

County

The Arlington Genealogical Society meets the second Tuesday of months
September through June at 6:3o PM at the Arlington West Police Service Station,
located at 2060 W. Green Oaks Blvd. in their Community Room.

