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THE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
By Marty Humphrey
Another October and another Saints and Sinners Tour has come and gone. The weather this
year was wonderful, and we were blessed with large crowds, many sharing their day with us
in the cemetery for the first time. Never fear though, we also had plenty of our tired and true
annual supporters. We had people coming from outlaying cities such as Garland, Burleson,
and even Dallas. We want to thank Richard Ray from Channel 4 news for featuring the Tour
on a segment of Legendary Texas. That was a tremendous boost to the Tour. Several of the
performers also attended the Museum of History and Science’s Spooky Science Night at the
first of October to promote the Tour. This year we were able to reach more people to our annual fundraiser.
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The North Fort Worth Historical Society Membership Meeting
November 8, 2018 at 7pm in the Livestock Exchange Building
A few of our favorite residents of Oakwood Cemetery will be our guests.

I sincerely thank the following for their hard work researching and portraying Oakwood’s
residents- favorites David Hansford, Loretta Hudson (who came all the way from Houston),
Rick Selcer, John Pugh, Melissa and Paul Hunter, Debbie Clarke, Debi Carl, Steve and Paula
Pruitt, and newcomers, Kimberly Orzel and Dink Thomas. Each of you did us proud! I also
want to thank Sarah Biles and Sue Ann Hayley for representing not just the Society, but also
the Oakwood Cemetery, everything looked beautiful.
The Tour could not have been so successful without our volunteers-Denise Marin, Jill
LeClair, LeAnna and Gabe Schooley, Jerald Biles, Gerlind Capling, Marty Abel, Edwin
Esparza, Sharon Gabert, Danelle Toups, Jose Perez, Jonathon Pugh and Skip Humphrey. Our
entertainment was Buttermilk Junction, His Pointe Singers, and the Oakwood Singers. You
know our gang had to have done a good job when the people leaving said they would see us
next year.
The Red Steagall Cowboy Gathering was the same weekend of the Oakwood Tour and we
had three of our good friends and supporters inducted into the Texas Trail of Fame-Barry
Corbin, Hub Baker, and Doug Harman. Congratulations guys, we already know you are
outstanding, now others will also know.
I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving…and then comes Christmas! ~ Marty

J.J. Fulford

Zella Faulk

Major K.M. Van Zandt

*Cookies and Coffee will be served

Glimpses of the Past…
If you are a Fort Worth resident then you are probably familiar
with the John Peter Smith Hospital, for which John Peter Smith
donated the land for. Here is a little more information on the
“Father of Fort Worth. Born in Kentucky, he relocated to the
Texas 1853. He was a student of law and was admitted to the bar
in 1860. In 1891 he was a key figure in building the Fort Worth
Stockyards. Smith owned 1,000 acres of land in Tarrant County
in 1865 and quickly rose to prominence in Fort Worth society.
Within five years he had doubled his holdings, and by the early
1880s he had amassed city lots valued at more than $50,000 and
thousands of acres of land. In 1882 he was elected Mayor of Fort
Worth and served 6 terms. He donated land for parks, cemeteries, hospitals and more.
The details go on and on and it is obvious why he is considered the “Father of Fort Worth.”
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NFWHS News by Teresa Burleson
Don’t forget!
When you are doing your Christmas shopping stop by the Stockyards Museum for gifts for
the history lover in your family. You’ll find a great selection of books, DVD’s, Mugs,
Christmas Ornaments etc. Perfect for that hard to buy for person.
And tell the folks in the museum that you are a member for your 15% discount.
Board member and Volunteer, Ed Brown and his lovely wife, Lynda, recently returned from
a trip to Rome, Italy and Mount Vesuvius in Pompeii. They are planning for a trip to Israel
early next year. Welcome Home and Happy Trails!!
Ceremony for Fort Worth’s Oakwood Cemetery
On November 3, 2018, at 10:00am, a ceremony will be held to recognize and celebrate the
addition of the Oakwood Cemetery Historic District to the National Register of Historic
Places. Oakwood Cemetery, originally called “City Cemetery,” is the second oldest public
cemetery in Fort Worth.
Come help celebrate this historic cemetery at 701 Grand Avenue, Fort Worth, TX

