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Samuel Cecil Holiday Witten was born in Kentucky on September 29, 1819. He moved to Spring
Garden, Miller Co., Missouri with his parents when a boy. There he married Jenetta Miller (June
27, 1821-February 27, 1897) on December 24, 1840. 

Witten brought his family to Texas in 1854 and settled in present-day Colleyville about ¼ mile south
of the intersection of Glade Road and Jackson Drive. Witten and another native Kentuckian,
Jonathan Riley, are generally considered to be the two founding pioneers of today’s Colleyville.
Witten’s family cemetery is still present there on Jackson Court. 

During the War, Witten was a member of Gano’s Guards, and later he became a member of the
Robert E. Lee Camp United Confederate Veterans in Fort Worth. He worked as a farmer, surveyor,
and cattleman. He was one of the founders of Spring Garden School along present-day Cheek-
Sparger Road. Witten and his family owned large tracts of land in present-day Colleyville, most of
which was between Glade Road and Cheek-Sparger Road, west of State Highway 121 and east of
Highway 26. Witten’s home sat south of Glade Road about where Jackson Drive and Jackson Court
intersect, a short distance west of the family cemetery. 

In 1890, Witten sold his home here and moved to Corpus Christi, Texas where he died on November
2, 1891. He lies buried there in Old Bayview Cemetery. His wife died in Amarillo, Texas at the
home of her daughter, Mrs. Isabella M. Mason, and is buried there in Llano Cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Witten were the parents of ten children: George Washington Witten; Pinckney
Lafayette Witten; Sarah Susannah Witten; Mary Lousetta (Mrs. Ryan) Harrington; Isabella Margaret
(first married to a Mr. Mason, lastly to Cadwell W. Raines); Jenetta Josephine (Mrs. William R.)
Joyce; Eleanor Victoria (Mrs. David H.) Harris; William Cecil Witten; Samuel C. H. Witten, Jr.; and
Gano Price Witten. 



A short obituary for Witten appeared in the Corpus Christi Weekly Caller on November 7, 1891:
“WITTEN—On Corpus Christi Cliffs, at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. I. M. Mason, on
Monday, Nov. 2d., 1891 at 3 p.m., Mr. S. C. H. Witten, a native of Virginia, aged 72 years, 1 month
and 2 days. Mr. Witten, who came to Corpus Christi in August 1890, was a member of the Christian
church, from Tarrant County.” 
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Samuel C. H. Witten’s headstone in Corpus Christi




