
 

 
Newsletter                                     web site:  www.TXFWGS.org                         NOVEMBER  2022 

 

2022 Board of Directors 
  

 President 

 Carlene Johnson 
 

 Vice President 

                     Vacancy 
 

 Secretary  

 Janet Minke  
  

 Treasurer  

 Crystal Barth  
  

 Program Director  

 Debbie Pearson 
  

 Membership Director  

 Rob Yoder  
 

Newsletter Editor  

                  Debbie Pearson 
 

 Historian/Archivist  

      Vacancy 
 

 Footprints Editor  

 Rob Yoder  
  

 Director at Large  

 Joan Crittenden 
  

 Director at Large  

 Charles Garner       
  

 Director at Large  

      Vacancy 
 

   

NOVEMBER FWGS Meetings: 
 

Board of Directors:  Fri, Nov 18, 2022                             

    10:30 am            SW Regional Lib   
                                         
 

Special Interest Group (SIG)  for   

Family Search.Org    On a  BREAK 
        
        

General Meeting:   Tue, Nov 29, 2022                                       

  6:30-8:00 pm       Tandy Auditorium 

                                       

NOTE:  THIS is back to downtown & 

an in-person meeting 
                       

NOVEMBER MEETING 

The next General Meeting is 

Tuesday, Nov 29, 2022 (after 

Thanksgiving) and back at the Tandy 

Auditorium, Central Branch Library 

downtown. Out topic will be the 

book Wanted in America: Posters 

Collected by the Fort Worth Police 

Department, 1898–1903 by 

LeAnna Schooley & Thomas 

Kellam. Meeting begins at 6:30 & 

Library closes at 8:00 p.m.  Parking 

meters are free at 6:00 p.m. So 

come early to visit. Books will be 

available for sale & autograph! 

No Zoom this month! 

  LEANNA SCHOOLEY is 

Executive Director of the 

Center for Texas Studies at 

TCU. She holds a Ph.D. in 

American History from 

TCU, a Bachelor’s in Museum Studies & 

History from Baylor University, and a 

Master’s in Architectural Studies 

emphasizing Historic Preservation from 

the University of Texas at Austin. 

A Fort Worth native, she learned early 

to love history from her educational 

family vacations. 
  

THOMAS KELLAM  is the Archivist for 

the Tarrant County College District 

Archives. In addition, he oversees The 

Heritage Room in the J. Ardis Bell 

Library on the Northeast Campus, TCC. 

(828 West Harwood Rd, Hurst, Texas 

76054) The Heritage Room holds many 

collections of donated Fort Worth and 

Texas history items as well as a digital 

collection of photographs and 

ephemera. Tom previously was a 

librarian in the FW Genealogy Unit in 

the Central Branch Library. 

  

 

 FW LIBRARY NEWS                     
FW HISTORY CENTER OPENS 

501 E. Bolt Street 
 

The new Fort Worth History Center 

opened in Oct! Have you been yet?  
The staff includes Linda Barrett, 

Manager, Suzanne Fritz, Gabby 

Kienitz, Lynn Cowles, new page 

Danielle Westervelt, & brand-new 

Customer Service Rep Khara 

Crawford. Please go check it out!   

  

OCTOBER FWGS Meeting 

Linda Barrett & Suzanne Fritz led 
FWGS on a private tour of the new 
facilities. There are still many of 
the items you are used to using:   
some family histories, many of the 
reference works from states & 
counties you used, a large collec-
tion on Texas, microfilm collec-
tions, the large Indus copier you 
remember, new computers with 
access to the databases you love 
(Ancestry, Heritage Quest, Star 
Telegram) and so much more. 
With a new customer service rep 
on site, you can even renew your 
library card. The helpful staff can 
help you and direct you to 
ordering any works that are off-
site now. The more you use the 
new facility the better it will 
become. Request the materials 
you need the most. Come explore 
soon! 
  

                
 

Have you joined us on Facebook yet?   

           We have two sites:   

Fort Worth Genealogical Society   & 

FWGS Talk.      Try them both! 

  

http://www.txfwgs.org/
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 From the Editor  …………….…………………………             
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

FWGS NEWS:  The Officer Elections were held in 

October in-person. Thanks to so many who came back 

and who toured the new FW History Center!   

                                             See election results on page 3 

It is nearing the end of 2022 and we have a great last 

program for you in November. Please come in-person to 

hear it.  It would also be a great time to pay your dues 

for next year too.  The FWGS Board of Directors 

recently voted to discontinue the EARLY BIRD 

discount. Individual membership is $23.00 and a 

Household is $27.00. You may pay by check in the mail 

or go to our website & pay by credit card through 

PayPal.                                            See below   

If you have pre-paid your 2023 Dues, you are all good. 

FWGS will not be taking dues past 2023 for now.   

Also, at the next meeting there will be another vote on 

a BOD’s recommended By Laws change that was read 

at the October meeting.  One change deals with 

changing the names of our membership categories and 

the other is a Federal requirement for all 501 (c) (3) 

groups about dissolutions of societies. There will be one 

change to a Standing Rule too. Members please come &                

Vote .          Debbie Pearson , Newsletter Editor 
 

               TIME TO RENEW or 

            JOIN for the FIRST TIME 

Membership in FWGS runs January 1 to Dec 31.      

Individual dues are $23 and a Household is $27. 

Pay Online or by Check/Mail 
 

http://www.txfwgs.org/html/membership.html   
 

Please add your email and print neatly. You may pay 

online or print out a membership form and mail a check 

here: 
 

                  Make your check payable to FWGS. 

                        Fort Worth Genealogical Society 

                          ATTN: Membership Director 

                        P.O. Box 471789 

                        Fort Worth, TX 76147-1408 
 

The BOD became aware that an error prevented your use of 

PayPal recently. That issue is fixed. You may use PayPal 

now. 

From the FWGS Mail Bag …………………… 
 

Center For Texas Studies at TCU  

               in partnership with  

FWL Community History Workshop Series 
  

   Saturday, Dec 3rd             10:30 a.m. – 12 Noon 

TOPIC:  “Fort Worth Horror: The Great South Side Fire 

of 1909” 

Presenter:     Carol Roark: Archivist, Historian, Author 
 

Hybrid Meeting:  Zoom/In Person 

Register here for Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rED8

EcscSBOA4syJJ8ipgA 

In-Person:     Central Library Tandy Auditorium 

 500 W. Third St.     Fort Worth, TX 76102-7305 

In Fort Worth on April 3, 1909 two boys experimented 

with cigarettes on a windy spring day. It led to a barn 

catching fire. By the time the conflagration was under 

control with the help of companies from Dallas, 

Weatherford and elsewhere, more than twenty blocks of 

businesses, homes, and churches just south of downtown 

were destroyed. Join us as historian Carol Roark explains 

how the fire not only changed the landscape of Fort 

Worth, but also how it prepared for disasters. 

Carol Roark has spent years researching & writing about 

historic buildings. After 20 years as the Archivist & Manager 

of the Special Collections Division of Dallas Public Library, she 

is now working on a number of freelance history and historic 

preservation projects. She has published four books related 

to those topics, served as editor for the Tarrant County 

Historic Resources Survey volumes, and contributed to works 

on African American and women’s history. She and her 

husband live in a 1919 Arts & Crafts bungalow in Fort Worth’s 

Fairmount/South Side National Register Historic District. 

Next:  Sat, Jan 7, 2023  Wayne Ludwig with “Longhorns, 

Legends, and Life on the Trail” 

In 2023, this series of Lectures will be moving permanently 

to the Southwest Regional Library auditorium on Hulen 

Street. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The FWISD Billy W. Sills Lecture Series 

Saturday, December 10        10:00 AM FWISD AD Bldg. 

Topic: “Murderers, Drunkards, and Thieves in a Texas 

County, 1877-1910” 

Presenter:  Dr. Deborah Liles: Educator, Historian, & Author 

      

Come at 9:30 for Coffee/Nibbles 

http://www.txfwgs.org/html/membership.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rED8EcscSBOA4syJJ8ipgA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rED8EcscSBOA4syJJ8ipgA
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Passing of Member 

Linda Kay (Hale) Combrink 

August 25, 1941 - October 16, 2022 

Fort Worth, Texas - Linda Kay (Hale) 

Combrink, 81, passed away peacefully 

in her sleep overnight on Oct. 16, 

2022, with her family by her side. 

Memorial Service: 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022, in 

Greenwood Chapel. 

Linda was born Aug. 25, 1941, to Anna and Luther Hale. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Mary 

Nell Hale; and brother, Wendell Hale. 

Survivors: Loving husband of 61 years, Charles "Roy" 

Combrink; sister, Patsy Smith of Dallas; sons, Keith 

Combrink of College Station and Kevin Combrink and 

wife, Beatrix of Burleson; grandchildren, Anna Chianese 

and husband, Ethan of Fort Worth, Noah Combrink and 

wife, Marie of Burleson, Jason Combrink of Burleson 

and Rebeka Combrink of Burleson; and many cousins, 

nieces and nephews. 

Before life slowed her down, Linda was active in the 

Fort Worth Quilt Guild and TCU Faculty Woman's Club. 

She also enjoyed playing bridge and made many quilts 

for family and the Tarrant County Chapter of Project 

Linus. 

Editor: We did not see Linda often, sometimes when we 

had a board dinner. Linda’s gift to FWGS was letting her 

husband Roy serve so faithfully for so many years and give 

his time. Over the years Linda and I chatted several times, 

at her house or on the phone. She was friendly and so 

patient that FWGS was taking her husband’s time from 

her.                                                          RIP 
 

 

  If you purchase items on Amazon, remember to tag 

FWGS in your AmazonSmile charity donation 

designation. 

We appreciate the donations from Amazon when you 

set FWGS as your designee!!! 

 

 

2023 FWGS Board of Directors 

 

President   Debbie Pearson 

Vice President   Carlene Johnson 

Secretary   Janet Minke 

Treasurer   Crystal Barth 

Newsletter Editor  Open 

Programs Director  Open 

Membership   Gwen Boyd 

Footprints Editor  Vicky Seibel 

Historian/Archivist  Joan Crittenden 

Director At Large  Janice Blakely 

Director At Large  Diana Dirk 

Director At Large  Cecelia Van Donselaar 

FWGS is proud to WELCOME 5 new board members!!! 
 

There are still 2 positions open. If you wish to serve 

contact Carlene Johnson:     

 FWGS-President@Mail.com 

 

 

 

Linda Barrett…  Manager of FW History Center 

Need Information, Have a Question?  Email Linda here: 

Linda.Barrett@fortworthtexas.gov 

Fort Worth History Center 

501 E. Bolt St 

Fort Worth, TX  761 
 

New Phone Number: 

(817) 392-7740 

 

 

 

 

FOOTPRINTS UPDATE:     

Footprints Editor Rob Yoder has completed the 

November issue of Footprints. The team hopes to 

pack it and get it into the mail by the end of 

November.  CONGRATULATIONS to ROB YODER.  

This was his last issue of Footprints and he’s taking 

a well-deserved break!  THANKS for 11 years of 

faithful service to continue our FWGS tradition of 

excellence! 

 

mailto:%20FWGS-President@Mail.com
mailto:Linda.Barrett@fortworthtexas.gov


 
 

In Collaboration with the Fort Worth Library 
Presents 

WANTED IN AMERICA 

 
With 

LeAnna Schooley, TCU Center for TX Studies 
& 

Thomas Kellam, TCC District Archives & Heritage Room 
LeAnna & Tom will share how they made this book and the research on these 
individuals who are someone’s ancestors! Their book will be available for sale! 
   
  THERE WILL BE A SHORT FWGS BUSINESS MEETING TO VOTE on 

BY LAW CHANGES 
 

                           DAY:      Tuesday, November 29, 2022 
                           TIME:    6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
 

                         3rd BACK IN-PERSON MEETING 

    At:  Tandy Auditorium, Central Branch Library Downtown 

500 W Third St, Fort Worth, Texas   76102 

 

Please observe Health Protocols!  

        
WWW.TXFWGS.org 

http://www.txfwgs.org/
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Please use the $23 and $27 amounts for 2022. 


